To  the  Little  Holton  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  State  of  your  District,  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1895  The  number  of  deaths  and  births,  principal  causes  of  death,  and  the  various 
rates  of  mortality  are  as  follows : — 


Death  Rate  per  1000  per  annum  . 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  . 

Percentage  of  Deaths  under  one  year  to  total  number 

Percentage  of  Deaths,  one  year  and  under  five . 

Total  Percentage  of  Deaths,  under  five . 

Pulmonary  Affections,  Percentage . 

Average  Death  Rate  for  past  Seven  Years . 
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The  death  rate  is  much  higher  than  last  year,  and  is  above  the  average  for  the  last  seven  years.  I 
attribute  this  to  the  very  heavy  mortality,  mainly  among  infants,  during  the  severe  weather  which  occurred  in 
the  end  of  October  and  November,  and  to  the  prevalence  of  Diarrhoea  also  among  children  during  July, 
August,  and  September.  The  death  rate  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases  is  higher  than  it  has  been 
for  many  years,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Measles  and  Diarrhoea.  The  infantile  mortality  is  a;,  ain  very  high, 
especially  among  infants  under  one  year. 

In  connection  with  this  I  would  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  25  deaths,  or  17  per  cent,  of  the 
total  number  of  deaths,  are  attributed  to  Premature  Birth  and  Congenital  Debility.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
this  high  infantile  death  rate  is  mainly  due  to  the  effects  of  mill  work  on  mothers,  and  outnursing  and  errors 

of  diet  on  children. 

The  Pulmonary  death  rate  is  slightly  lower  than  last  year. 

From  the  above  particulars  it  appears  that  the  various  death  rates  are  above  the  average  for  this 
district ;  this  increase  has  arisen  almost  entirely  among  infants,  chiefly  from  Measles,  Diarrhoea,  and 
Congenital  Debility.  In  other  respects  the  general  health  of  the  township  has  been  satisfactory. 

No  deaths  have  been  reported  from  Smallpox,  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  or  Typhus  Fever. 

One  death  resulted  from  Typhoid  Fever,  and  one  non-fatal  case  was  reported  to  me.  In  both 
instances  sanitary  defects  existed.  These  were  attended  to,  and  there  was  no  spread  of  the  disease. 

Diarrhoea  caused  12  deaths,  ten  of  which  were  of  children  under  five  years  of  age.  Most  of  these 
cases  occurred  during  September. 

Measles  caused  eight  deaths.  The  disease  spread  slowly  from  one  part  of  the  township  to  the  other, 
beginning  in  June  and  ending  in  November.  During  the  latter  month  it  was  most  severe. 


Whooping  Cough  caused  one  death,  but  did  not  become  epidemic. 


Membranous  Croup  caused  two  deaths,  but  there  was  no  spread  of  the  disease  in  either  case. 
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In  my  Annual  Inspection  I  found  all  house  drains  disconnected  from  sewers,  but  in  some  cases, 
owing  to  neglect  and  defective  trapping,  the  slop  water  percolated  into  the  foundations  of  the  dwelling  houses. 
The  ashpits  were  better  attended  to,  but  many  still  remain  uncovered,  and  some  are  defective. 

A  Joint  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  is  now  in  full  operation,  but  no  cases  from  your  Township 
have  as  yet  taken  advantage  of  it.  I  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  before  long  the  public  will  learn  to 
appreciate  the  benefits  which  it  is  capable  of  conferring  upon  them. 


In  conclusion,  I  would  urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of  adopting  The  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification) 
Act,  1889,  and  The  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  so  that  the  occurrence  of  an  Infectious 
Disease  may  be  immediately  detected,  and  efficiently  dealt  with  ;  in  this  way  you  will  be  able  to  take  full 
advantage  of  the  excellent  means  of  isolation  now  at  your  disposal. 


41,  Longcauseway ,  Farnworth , 
18 th  February,  1896. 


Yours  truly, 


J.  CLELLAND  CLARKE ,  ALB. 


TABLES. 


Population  (1891)  6697 

„  (Estimated  1895) .  7100 

Number  of  Births  .  268 

Number  of  Deaths  .  144 


DEATHS. 
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Whooping  Cough. 
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